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1. Even without the right to vote, how can young people become engaged participants in their communities?
2. Why is civic engagement by everyday people important to the health of our democracy?
3. What challenges exist in your community and how can young people contribute to creating a positive change?

Development of

Topic and Details

4 - Superior

3 - Satisfactory

2 - Proficient

1 - Needs Improvement

essay.

The response, ideas, and conclusion are
clearly and fully developed, original, and
insightful.

Rich supporting details increase audience
interest and enhance development of the

The response, ideas, and conclusion are
consistently and fully developed, original,
and insightful.

Supporting details enhance development of
the essay.

The response, ideas, and conclusion are
adequate.

Details are accurate and relevant, and
provide some elaboration.

The response, ideas, and conclusion are
inconsistent or basic in development.

The essay lacks details or details are
inaccurate.

Vo

ice

4 - Superior

3 - Satisfactory

2 - Proficient

1 - Needs Improvement

topic.

The author develops effective and strong
connection with the audience and reflects
their interest in and commitment to the

Purpose is powerful and engaging.

The author develops connection with the
audience and demonstrates interest in the
topic.

Purpose is credible but not powerful.

The author develops some connection with
the audience and demonstrates mild interest
in the topic.

Purpose is clear but lacks conviction.

The author does not consider their
connection with the audience and
demonstrates minimal interest in the topic.

Purpose is not evident.

Coherence

and Clarity

4 - Superior

3 - Satisfactory

2 - Proficient

1 - Needs Improvement

The writing is clear and coherent and the
development, organization, and style are
appropriate to the task, purpose, and
audience.

The writing is mostly clear and coherent, in
which the development, organization, and
style are mostly appropriate to the task,
purpose, and audience.

The writing is generally clear and coherent,
and the development, organization, and
style are somewhat appropriate to the task,
purpose, and audience.

Errors in spelling, punctuation, and
capitalization may occasionally impede
understanding but the meaning is generally
clear.

The writing is minimally coherent, in which
the development, organization, and style are
limited to the task, purpose, and audience.

Errors in grammar and usage are frequent
and impede understanding.
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