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This program has inspired me to explore and be free. I think 

that Close Up always has a way of bringing together brilliant 

and talented students, and I am always in awe of how much 

authenticity other participants bring out of me. Bringing my rawest 
and truest self is the most revolutionary way to take action on the 

issues that I care about.

 – Student, Oakland, CA

If you care about politics, you care about change and making the 
world a better place, if you want to feel less alone, there is not a 

better opportunity for you. 
– Student, Hayward, CA 

The most powerful aspect of the summit for me was being able 

to pitch our proposals to real change makers in Washington. It 

made me feel heard, and it helped me understand how, although 

it is sometimes difficult to communicate with the right audience, 
change can be sparked simply by communication, thoughts and 

ideas with others like-minded, or not. 

– Student, Seattle, WA

This program has inspired me to continue to go forth in my passion 
of politics and social justice. 

– Student, Torrance, CA 

This program has inspired me to continue to advocate for what I 
believe in. I think that I want to expand the deliberative democracy 

to my school and hopefully try and use some of the processes 

that we used in this program to help the students at my school 

acknowledge the different ideas and opinions that people may have .
– Student, Savannah, GA

I found that being able to create our own policies on issues that we 

care about and presenting them to congress staff was especially 
valuable. I feel like it gave us an idea of what lawmakers are doing 

and what they are taking into consideration while writing these 
policies. I also think that it was valuable because I was able to learn 

more about the topic I cared about while writing a policy for it. 
– Student, Baltimore, MD
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