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COMMUNITY IMPACT SYMPOSIUM - RACE, JUSTICE, AND EQUITY

During this three-day Community Impact Symposium in Washington, DC, high school students from across the country will consider how to create 

positive, systemic change in their school or local community. Students will better understand the political and structural barriers to equity in our 
systems of education, health, or justice; identify various approaches taken at the local, state, and national levels; and work in teams to create a 
vision statement that incorporates their personal experiences and tangible action steps. The symposium will culminate with each school team 
sharing their vision with relevant administrators and community engagement experts at the 2023 NNSP Conference.

The Symposium will occur at the same time and place as the NNSP Annual Conference. Please visit the NNSP website for more information about 
how to register for the 2023 NNSP Annual Conference for educators.  

P r o g r a m  D e t a i l s
Dates: Saturday, January 28 – Monday, January 30, 2023

Location: The Community Action Symposium will take place at a hotel in the Washington, DC, metropolitan area.

Symposium Highlights: In this 3-day symposium students will... 
• Network with a diverse group of their peers from across the country; 
• Hear from topic experts and policy makers; 
• Deepen their understanding of national issues and root causes; 
• Deliberate about the barriers and structures that can make change difficult;
• Work in groups to create vision statements that incorporate tangible action steps; and 
• Present their proposals to educators and experts at the 2023 NNSP Conference. 

E l i g i b i l i t y
High school students with an interest in current events, government, and/or public policy. We recommend a cohort of 6-8 students per school.  

Tu i t i o n
Close Up & NNSP Member Schools: $975 per student. This fee covers all program components, educational materials, lodging and student meals.  
Schools that would like to arrive Friday, January 27th may purchase an early arrival package for an additional $210 per student. 

R e g i s t r a t i o n  P r o c e s s
Please complete this form to register. Space is limited to 125 students and we encourage you to register soon! 

A b o u t  U s
The Close Up Foundation is a nonprofit, nonpartisan civic education organization dedicated to helping students develop the knowledge and 
skills they need to become informed, active, and engaged citizens. 

The National Network of Schools in Partnership (NNSP) brings together public, private, and charter schools to focus on community engagement 
and impact by connecting what they study in the classroom to what is happening in the real world.

http://schoolsinpartnership.org/2023Conference
https://www.closeup.org/community-impact-symposium-impact-school-registration-form/
https://www.closeup.org/
https://www.schoolsinpartnership.org/
https://www.closeup.org/
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The Community Impact Symposium, a collaboration between Close Up and the National Network of Schools in Partnership (NNSP), brings together 
students from across the country in Washington, DC, to develop a shared vision of youth leadership, schools as civic hubs, and community engagement. 
The Symposium asks participants to grapple with a pressing central question: How can our schools help build more just, equitable, and inclusive 

communities?  

Through engagement with experts and collaborative inquiry into their own schools and communities, students will consider their individual and 
collective responsibilities and agency, identify equitable practices in community engagement, and explore how the voices of other community 
members might shape their efforts to work towards justice. Finally, students will develop specific vision statements and action plans related 
to their own schools and communities, and present those plans to teachers, administrators, and other participants in the NNSP Conference. 

S amp l e  Wa s h i n g t o n ,  DC ,  S c h edu l e

 

Key  C ompon e n t s
Homeroom Groups: Students will take part in daily discussions, debriefs, and feedback sessions with their homeroom, a core group of students 
led by the same instructor each day. 

Equity in Community Engagement Panel: Students will learn from school leaders about best practices in community engagement and social 
impact as well as innovative approaches being employed by schools nationwide. 

Community Engagement Deliberation: How can students more meaningfully engage the broader community in community engagement 
projects and program? Students will identify obstacles to community participation, consider strategies for involving more stakeholders, and 
develop proposals.

Community Engagement and Facilitation Workshops: Students will practice strategies and tools for understanding community issues, such as 
asset and power mapping, and skills for engaging multiple stakeholders and community members in solving community concerns. 

Envisioning Community Leadership: In their homerooms, students will collaborate with peers to develop a shared vision statement that 
expresses how schools like theirs and students like them can help build more just, equitable, and inclusive communities.  

Planning for Community Engagement and Leadership by School: Students will build on their experiences in the Symposium to develop 
specific plans of action for their schools and communities. These plans of action are distinct from calls to action; instead of saying “you should,” 
students pledge “WE will.” 

How can our schools help build more just, equitable, and inclusive communities? 
COMMUNITY IMPACT SYMPOSIUM: RACE, JUSTICE, AND EQUITY 

Saturday (1/28) 
8am - Breakfast (early arrivals only) 

African American Museum (early arrivals) 

12:30pm - Lunch, Welcome, and Orientation 
2:00pm - Homeroom Discussion
3:30pm - Equity in Community Engagement Panel
4:45pm - Debrief and Reflection
6:00pm - Dinner and Social Activity 
9:30pm - Student Lounge 
11:00pm - Room Check 

Sunday (1/29)
8:00am - Breakfast 
9:00am - Deliberation
10:30am - Community Engagement Workshop
11:30am - Facilitation Training
12:30pm - Lunch and Neighborhood Exploration 
2:30pm - Envisioning Community Leadership
4:00pm - Action Planning and Leadership
6:00pm - Dinner and Social Activity 
9:30pm - Student Lounge 
11:00pm - Room Check 

Monday (1/30)
8:00am - Breakfast 
9:00am - Develop Vision Statements 
10:30am - Homeroom Discussion
11:30am - Finalize Presentations 
12:00pm - Lunch and Presentations
2:30pm - Departures 


